Christians Seeking Identity

Lesson # 7
Armed with His Nature

Isaiah 59:16-21 His arm brought salvation unto him; and his righteousness, it sustained him. When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him.


Definition:


Arm 2220: help, mighty, power, shoulder, strength


Sustained 5564: hold up, rest, stand fast, establish


Standard 5127: escape, deliver  
It is through God’s strength and power that we receive everything.  It is God’s righteousness that establishes us and brings us to a position of rest.  His divine power delivers us from every attack of the enemy.

We have an enemy of righteousness.  Because it is the word of God that supplies our power, the enemy comes in like a flood to challenge the word.  Mark 4:15  He desires to sift us like wheat. Luke 22:31  The sifting takes place in the form of mental conflicts between the word (the Spirit)  and our circumstances and emotions (the flesh).  
When this begins to take place, we often try to combat the conflict by our human ability. Our flesh with its human frailties cannot resolve the conflict.  Romans 8:6-8
2 Corinthians 10:3  For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 

2 Corinthians 10:4 The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but 

mighty through  God to the pulling down of strong holds;


Definition:


War 4754: Contend with carnal inclinations


Mighty 1415: powerful, capable


Pulling down 2506: destroying

Strong holds 3794: arguments, castles (castle-builder-one who forms visionary schemes- impressions on the imagination.

2 Co 10:5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing 

that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and 

bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 

How do we contend with carnal inclinations?  How do we eliminate the thoughts that we have that come against the knowledge of God?  How do we deal with the enemy that comes in like a flood?  

We do not do it with our natural strength.  It can not be done with will power.  The weapons of the flesh are useless.   It is His divine power in us that casts down the imaginations that come against the knowledge of God.
2 Corinthians 10:6  And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled. 


Definition:


Revenge: retaliate, vindicate, punish


Vindicate-Dictionary to defend with success


Fulfilled 4137: finish, accomplish, complete, satisfy 
Our obedience has been fulfilled through the obedience of Jesus.  
Heb 5:8-9 Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; 

Heb 5:9  And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him; 

2 Co 10:17-18 But he that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. 

For not he that commendeth himself is approved (accepted) but whom the Lord commendeth. 

Definition:

Glorieth 2744: boasts

Commendeth himself 4921: set together himself, accepted because of one’s own actions

We are enabled by the power of God that resides within us.  I can do all things through Christ which stregtheneth me! Philippians 4:13
Matthew 6:33 Everything evolves out of His Righteousness and being able to use it skillfully. Hebrews 5:12-14 When we become skillful in righteousness, we are partaking of  “strong meat.”


Definition:


Strong 4731: solid, stable, steadfast, sure


Meat 5160: nourishment, food

When we become skillful in His righteousness, we are nourished with the kind of food that makes us strong and stable.  It is Christ in you, that brings you the hope of walking in His glory.  Colossians 1:27 
Hebrews 4:10-16 Rest from your works let the Word do the work.

Enter into what He has done for you!

Ephesians 6:10-13

Eph 6:10 Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His 

might. 

Eph 6:11 Put on the whole amour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 

Definition:

Wiles 3880: deceit, mind games, cunning device (Behavior intended to persuade somebody to do something through insincere flattery or charm.)  

Eph 6:12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

We are not fighting a “flesh and blood battle.”  Flesh tactics will not work!  

Eph 6:13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 

Definition:

Withstand 436: oppose, resist, stand against  
Stand 2476: establish, abide
What do we have to do in order to stand?  We are instructed to put on God’s amour!  Arm yourselves with God!  It is His power, His righteousness, His faith, His word, His glory that we arm ourselves with.  It is His battle!
Deuteronomy 20:1-4  Do not be afraid in the day of battle when it seems as though the enemy has the advantage over you.  It is the Lord that goes with you to fight the battle.
 Weapons of His Warfare:
HIS TRUTH:

Ephesians 6:14 having your  Loins gird with truth
Definition:

Loins 3751: procreative power

In the natural, man reproduces sexually from the area of his loins.  In the Spirit we reproduce God’s way according to spoken words that are in line with His ways.  Fortify your mouth with the truth according to the Word of God.  Hebrews 11:3 
John 8:32 You shall know the truth and the truth  shall set you free

HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS:
Ephesians 6:14 Breastplate of righteousness-His righteousness protects us in our vital areas – we guard our heart with His Righteousness. 

Philippians 3:9 Having the faith of Christ and the 
Righteousness of God.

Isaiah 54:14-15 In righteousness thou shall be established                 2 Corinthians 6:7 armor of righteousness on the right and on the left.
When the enemy comes in like a flood by causing us to focus on our righteousness, which has failed, we can counter the attack by saying, “It does not depend on my righteousness, it depends on His righteousness.  I am armed with the breastplate of His righteousness.”  Nothing can penetrate the shield of His righteousness!
HIS PEACE
Ephesians 6:15 Feet shod with the preparation of the Gospel of peace

Luke 2:14 Peace good will toward men.


Definition:

Preparation 2091:  firm footing, foundation

Peace 1515: to set at one again, prosperity, quietness  
We walk on solid ground when our feet are firmly planted in the idea that God is not angry with us.  He is not relating to us according to our iniquities.  Our relationship with Him has been restored by Jesus.  We are set at one with Him again.  His commandment, His desire for us is eternal life and salvation.  He wants us to rest in Him. Hebrews 10:17; John 3:16-17: John 12:47-50

HIS FAITH:
Ephesians 6:16-Shield of Faith
Definition:

Faith-4102:  (3982) Persuasion, of reliance on Christ, of God’s truthfulness

Every dart that the enemy throws at us is harmless when we are persuaded that we depend on Christ to lift up a standard against the enemy.  Everything we need that pertains to life and godliness comes from His divine power.  2 Peter 1:3 It is His battle!  It is His faith!  He even provides the faith that I need in order to be persuaded!
HIS DEFENSE:
Ephesians 6:17 Helmet of Salvation

Definition:

Salvation 4992 soterion: defender

Most of the time when we read the word salvation in the New Testament, it comes from the Greek word sozo.  This one is different!   A helmet is designed to protect the head from injury because the head is vital to survival.  Arm yourself with His helmet.  He is my defender!  You cannot survive if you do not understand this concept!  
HIS WORD:

Ephesians 6:17-Sword of the Spirit which is the word
of God. What has God said?
 Matthew 4:3-10  Jesus fought with “It is written.”
Romans 3:4 Let God’s word be true and every man a 

liar.  
1 Samuel 17:38, 40, 45 Saul’s armor of the world was not of 

value in a Spiritual conflict.  David came armed with the word of the Lord!

We have a weapon to fight with!  We don’t have to just stand and defend ourselves from the darts of the enemy.  We have the power to make him flee!  Satan is the enemy of righteousness.  Satan wants to pervert God’s word because it is the word of God that sets us free. 
James 4:7

HIS BODY:

Eph 6:18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, (In the position of, resting in, instrumentally) and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;
We are a body and a body takes care of itself.

 1 Corinthians 12:25-27 
Put the body in remembrance that the Battle is His.  We are armed with His nature, His righteousness, His glory, His word!

 Zechariah 4:6-7 The mountain in your life is removed not by might, not by power, but by His Spirit!
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